The introductory chapter in which the authors examine the question of heredity and mental illness is followed by a brief chapter on 'Human Genetics for Beginners' which is a model of brevity and clarity.
The reader is then taken on a guided tour of the major genetic studies relating to schizophrenia, manic depressive psychoses, presenile dementia, and alcoholism: conditions in which genetic factors clearly playa part. The text is enhanced by tables, some of which carefully summarize as well as compare and contrast the findings of major studies. Case histories and illustrations highlight the text. Further reading is facilitated by a bibliography, with references up to and including 1978.
. Admittedly, the information contained in this book could be found elsewhere in bits and pieces, but here it is brought together and presented in an admirably clear and lively manner. Although written for the general reader, and perhaps in particular for the patient and his family, this book can also profitably be read by medical students and even by postgraduates studying for their Membership examination. Indeed, it is essential reading for anyone likely to be called upon to counsel patients and their families.
At a price of only £5.95 -it would be a bargain at twice that sum -I predict that this book will find its place more off the proverbial bookshelf than on it.
K SCHAPIRA

Consultant Psychiatrist Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle upon Tyne
Vasculitis (Major Problems in Dermatology, vol 10) K Wolff & R K Winkelmann (ed) pp 338 £20 London: Lloyd-Luke 1980 The series 'Major Problems in Dermatology' has been a great success, under the outstanding consulting editorship of Dr A Rook. Volume 10 takes a new direction, as it is the first one to report the proceedings of a conference. On occasions, such books appear as a disjointed series of papers. 'Vasculitis' is not in this category: it is an excellent work and is thoroughly recommended. One important reason for the success of this volume is the active part that the editors have played. Professor Winkelmann is author or coauthor of eight of the 31 chapters and Professor Wolff is involved in six chapters.
Some aspects of vasculitis have been included which were not dealt with at the symposium. This avoids creating a mere 'proceedings-volume' -as stated by the editors. They have been entirely successful in their aims.
It would not be appropriate to pick out individual chapters as the whole work is of such a high order. It should be read by all dermatologists, whatever their seniority. Physicians in many subspecialities would benefit from reading this book and it is to be hoped that it will be available in all medical libraries.
ANDREW P WARIN
Editorial Representative Section of Dermatology
The Science and Art of Dental Ceramics J W McLean pp 512 US $120 Chicago: Quintessence Books 1980 . The origins of pottery and porcelain are almost dateless in history and combine the art and craft of using materials from the earth. Dental porcelains and metal ceramics are an evolution of these ancient skills with the science of human function as an added requirement. During the past twenty years Dr McLean has provided the dental profession with methods and materials for
